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April 6: The Pentagon announced that it will send 800 Marines to Panama, but denied the
deployment is related to US pressure to oust Noriega. The 800 troops from the 1st Marine Division
at Camp Pendleton, Calif., are scheduled to arrive in Panama on April 8 to "participate in a routine,
three-week training program" that has been scheduled since December, according to a Pentagon
statement. The Marines are being sent to Panama despite a dramatic cutback in funding for such
training operations in recent months. The Pentagon usually sends 14 units of about 800 troops each
to Panama every year for three-week training sessions at the Army's Jungle Operations Training
Center at Fort Sherman. A Pentagon official cited by the Post said a US-based unit has not been
sent to the training center since December because of budget cuts. A Panamanian-based US unit
went through a training session in late February. Unnamed Panamanian and foreign sources cited
by the Washington Post (04/07/88) say that a consensus is emerging in Panama that US sanctions
to force Noriega from power are not working, and are not likely to without first causing irreparable
damage to the national economy. Some opposition leaders reportedly argue that the US must
use military force to remove Noriega, or provide the impetus for a successful military coup by
Panamanian troops. A "knowledgeable foreign source" told the Post: "There is a strong feeling
growing in Panama that if the United States does not act with more firmness, the Panamanians
are going to throw up their arms in disgust and start blaming the US for not getting rid of this
plague. Panamanians are beginning to lash out at the US for permitting this thing to happen and
not seeing it through to the end." Next, certain US sources, including recent congressional visitors
are reportedly irritated with the Panamanian opposition's unwillingness to assume physical risk,
choosing instead to see only US troops "put their lives on the line." An unnamed foreign official
cited by the Post said, "I think the businessmen are starting to panic," as they predict substantial
negative growth in 1988 if current economic conditions are maintained. An unnamed Pentagon
official cited by the New York Times (04/07/88) warned that military restraint is necessary in the
Panamanian situation if other forms of US pressure are to be effective. He said there is no direct
threat to US citizens or installations in Panama: "If we are too aggressive in our next moves, there
could be violence and that will lead to loss of life and property in Panama no matter how many
troops we send there to protect our interests." Noriega has responded to US troop deployments by
forming "people's battalions" of working-class Panamanians to defend against US intervention.
Reuters quoted a Panamanian official in San Miguelito, a working class neighborhood, as saying
one 200-man unit called the Dignity Battalion had already been formed and was drilling in a local
sports stadium. April 7: In an interview with Prensa Latina, Cuban Deputy Foreign Minister Miguel
Brugueras said reports of an international marxist brigade landing in Panama's Bocas del Toro
province are laughable. In contrast, the arrival of 1,300 US troops, and the recently announced
dispatch of 800 Marines in Panama, he said, are not jokes. According to the deputy minister, Cuba's
only support to Panama has consisted of a delegation participating in a meeting of parties and
political organizations in Panama City last week, and a message expressing support of Panamanian
sovereignty. [The Washington Times reported on April 5 that an international marxist brigade
made up of from 800 to 1,200 Cubans, Nicaraguans and Colombian leftists arrived in Panama
two weeks ago to defend Noriega. National security adviser Colin L. Powell said Tuesday that
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he had no information to substantiate the report. The New York Times (04/07/88) points out that
"even if the report is true, marxist military support for Noriega could easily weaken the general,
not strengthen him," since the bulk of the Panamanian Defense Forces officer corps is intensely
nationalist and anti-communist. State Department spokesperson Phyllis Oakley said the US
considers any attempts by Noriega's government to arrest or prosecute deposed Panamanian
President Eric Arturo Delvalle and others would be "the unlawful acts of an illegitimate regime."
Her comment was in response to questions regarding reports in Panama on April 7 that arrest
orders had been issued for Delvalle, Juan Sosa (Delvalle's ambassador to the US, who remains in
Washington), and Gabriel Lewis (a businessperson and former Ambassador living in exile in the
US). The three are charged with crimes against Panama's national economy because they have
supported US economic sanctions. The National Civic Crusade and political parties under the
Opposition Democratic Alliance (ADO) announced their refusal of mediation by Archbishop Marcos
McGrath in discussions with the government toward ending the political crisis. These groups,
which had earlier accepted the Church's mediation, released their statement shortly after acting
President Manuel Solis Palma sent a letter to McGrath indicating that the government had accepted
his mediation. Two political parties broke away from the National Civic Crusade to form their own
anti-government movement. At a news conference, Roberto Arosemena and Mauro Zuniga, leaders
of the Popular Action Party, announced formation of the Popular Civic Movement, and charged
that the US economic sanctions were damaging the Panamanian people more than Noriega and
the government he controls. Arosemena and Zuniga said their movement was also supported by
the Authentic Panamanian Party, the largest opposition political party. Zuniga declared that the
new movement rejected any US influence. "For us, no recipe that comes from Washington has been
favorable to the Panamanians...The people of the world know that the recipes formulated in the
imperial capitals, the United States and the Soviet Union, never are favorable to the interests of the
people." (Basic data from several reports, AP, AFP, New York Times, Washington Post, Reuters)
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